BACK     TO     NATURE

hair and beard and pared his nails and anointed his
head. And they laid him upon the royal couch
covered with purple silk and cloth of gold. Then
they set wine before him and delicate meats, and so
they served him until the evening, nor did the sweet
sounds of the cornet, the flute, the harp, the sackbut,
and the rest of the royal orchestra ever cease.

But when the sun had gone down and Nebuchad-
nezzar had eaten and drunk his fill, he lay upon the
bed to which he was accustomed in former times, and
he gazed up at the purple ceiling that was painted
with yellow stars, and he looked at the emerald
shining in his crown and at the diamond upon the top
of his sceptre. And the chamber was filled with sweet
fragrance, and the air was still, nor could rain or wind
or snow penetrate within the walls and roofs. And
the King's heart was comforted that no longer was a
desert cave his home, nor grasses and wild locusts his
sustenance, but the peace of security wrapped him
round. And as he fell asleep he said to himself:
" Great indeed is Babylon which I have built, and
great is the majesty in which I am established. But
where now is Nineveh, that great city ? And where
is Assurbanipal, who also was the King of Kings ?
But the starry heavens remain, and the sun runs his
course, and month by month the moon fades and is
restored. Beside the spaces of heaven, Babylon is not
seen, and beside the multitudes that time sweeps away
my majesty is as a grain of dust, and myself no man
at all."

And at sunrise next morning Nebuchadnezzar sent
trumpeters throughout the city to call together all the
Chaldaean priests and astrologers and soothsayers, and
when they had come into the palace, he said to them :
" Gold is not so bright as the sun, nor silver so radiant
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